Dr. Dewar began his address by stating that in the past 20 The second function of the anaesthetist was to attend to the comfort of the patient. There was no doubt that in this aspect also there was a tremendous change for the better. The ordeal had been minimised, the danger to life was less, and postoperative sickness was reduced. Dr. Dewar felt that the elimination of chloroform as a routine anaesthetic had done much to bring about these changes. The third requirement was to satisfy the convenience of the surgeon, and while this was very important it should be entirely subordinate to the interests of the patient. Here 
